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Abstract: 
This article aims to show how George Orwell’s dystopian animal fable and roman à 
clef Animal Farm can be used at seminar classes for teaching speaking. When using 
authentic texts to work on, students benefit more than when they are exposed to 
artificial texts of textbooks. They can be provoked to discuss the novella, to role play 
it, and to participate in various communicative activities that approach them to real-
life communication. The article presents a number of such communicative activities 
based on excerpts from the respective book.  
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Animal Farm is a fable à clef that narrates, sometimes in detail, the 
Russian Revolution and Stalin’s and Trotsky’s careers. The pig Napoleon 
stands for Stalin, the Old Major boards Karl Marx, Snowball is Trotsky, 
Farmer Jones is the Czar, Pilkington is the Allied Powers, Frederick is 
Germany, a.s.o.  

 
Speaking 1. Role play. (written role cards) and real play (blank 

cards). The students have to act out what is written on the cards or what 
they remember from what they have read in Animal Farm. 

 
Speaking 2. Debate. What do you price more animals or humans? Or 

are they both as limited and sinful? Remember the Seven Commandments 
of the Farm, which ultimately reduce to one: “Four legs are good, two legs 
are bad”. Are you an anthropophilic or a zoophile? 

 
Speaking 3. Cut the last paragraph of the novella. Retell it, to make 

it unexpected or odd.  
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Speaking 4. Retell the story from Napoleon’s point of view, then 
from Snowball’s point of view, then from the horses’ Clover’s or Boxer’s 
point of view. Do your groupmates see the differences? 

 
Speaking 5. Retell the story from the humans’ points of view 

(Jones’s, Pilkington’s, Frederick’s. Are these zoophobes? If so, are they 
right or wrong to be?  

 
Speaking 6. Retell the story from a chicken’s point of view. 

Remember that their eggs are sold by pigs and they starve to death or are 
killed. Do they stand for the poorest peasantry in Russia in the fable? 

 
Speaking 7. The students interview a stranger/visitor to their class. 

They ask him various questions and take down notes to write an article 
about this interview. 

 
Speaking 8. The employment interview. One student is the 

employer, the other is the candidate who presents his CV and answers the 
employer’s questions about his education and work experience. 

 
Speaking 9. Bargaining. One student is Napoleon, who sells the 

animals’ products for cash that he appropriates. He bargains with the 
buyers for each product, to make more money.  

 
Speaking 10. Transactional talk. Debate. In Orwell’s view, which is 

the most intelligent: Napoleon or Snowball, Benjamin the donkey or 
Boxer- the hard-working horse? 

 
Speaking 11. Riddles. “20 Questions”. The class can ask 20 

questions to guess what character a colleague impersonates.  
 
Speaking 12. Practising varieties of speech (“genre”): 

- a manual 
- apolitical slogan  
- a hymn or political song, e.g. “Beasts of England” 
- a dog’s speech 
- a horse’s speech 
- a hen’s speech 
- a dictator pig’s speech 
- a drunken farmer’s speech 
- a greeting formula 
- a joke 
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- chatting with a friend 
 
Speaking 13. Tell a joke about animals.  
 
Speaking 14. Vote for a dictator of Animal Farm. Do not be surprised 

if Napoleon may not have unanimity or even a majority. The animals may 
have had enough of him and his lies. 

 
Speaking 15. Transactional conversation. Convince two or three 

colleagues to abandon imitating the human style of life and luxury and live 
again as natural beings, animals not influenced by politics. 

 
Speaking 16. Transactional conversation. Convince two or three 

other students to stop the war against Mr. Jones (the Czar) or against Mr. 
Frederick (Germany). Bring arguments and counterarguments. 

 
Speaking 17. The assistant tells a bit of the story in his own words, 

and then the students continue in their own words. Functions: this activity 
helps the students to rephrase, summarise, to invent, using their memory 
and imagination.  

 
Speaking 18. Pyramid discussion. Take a decision regarding 

rebuilding the windmill. Talk first in pairs, then in fours, then in eights. 
Reach a decision made by the majority of the class.  

 
Speaking 19. Problem solving. How can we get rid of poverty and 

starvation on our farm? Propose solutions. 
 
Speaking 20. Think of an impressive historical figure of the past 

who could replace the Dictator Napoleon (i.e. Stalin). How should he act 
to be successful? 

 
Speaking 21. Panel speaking. The balloon debate. Imagine the 

animals in a balloon too heavy to rise. Whom should we throw out of the 
balloon? Every student boasts and tells the others about his necessary 
presence, and his usefulness. 

 
Speaking 22. Speaking in pairs. Students talk in pairs, trying to find 

similarities between different species of animals, and what they have in 
common.  
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Speaking 23. The chat show.” 40 questions”. One student is the host, 
who asks incommode questions, and the other is the guest, answering the 
questions. 

 
Speaking 24. The Animal reading school. Read and answer the 

questions:  
As for the pigs, they could already read and write perfectly. The dogs 

could read fairly well, but they were not interested in reading anything 
except the Seven Commandments. Muriel, the goat, could read somewhat 
better than the dogs, and sometimes used to read to the others in the 
evenings from scraps of newspaper that she found on the rubbish heap. 
Benjamin (i.e. the donkey) could read as well as any pig but never 
exercised his faculty. So far as he knew, he said, there was nothing worth 
reading. Clover (i.e. the horse)  knew the whole alphabet, but could not 
put words together. Boxer (i.e. a horse) could not get beyond the letter D. 
He would trace out A, B, C, and D in the dust with his great hoof, and then 
would stand staring at the letters with his ears back, sometimes shaking 
his forelock, trying with all his might to remember what came next and 
never succeeding. On several occasions, indeed, he learned E, F, G, and H, 
but by the time he knew them, it was always discovered that he had 
forgotten A, B, C, D. Finally, he decided to be content with the first four 
letters and used to write them once or twice every day to refresh his 
memory. Mollie (i.e. the mare) refused to learn any but the five letters 
which spelt her name. She would form these very neatly out of pieces of 
twig and then would decorate them with a flower or two and walk around 
them to admire them. (Orwell 23) 

 
What trait of character or psychic flaw or disorder did each of the 

mentioned animals have? 
 
Speaking 25. Parodical ode. Minimus (a poet pig) writes an ode to 

Napoleon (a parody of the odes to Stalin). Detect the elements of irony.  
 

Friend of the fatherless! 
Fountain of happiness! 
Lord of the swill-bucket! Oh, how my soul is on 
Fire when I gaze at thy  
Calm and commanding eye, Like the sun in the sky, 
Comrade Napoleon! 

 

Thou art the giver of 
All that thy creatures love, 
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Full belly twice a day, clean straw to roll upon, 
Every beast, great or small 
Sleeps at peace in his stall,  
Thou watchest over all, 
Comrade Napoleon! 
 
Had I a sucking-pig, 
Ere he had grown as big 
Even as a pint bottle or as a rolling pin, 
He should have learned to be 
Faithful and true to thee, 
Yes, his first squeak should be 
“Comrade Napoleon” 

 
Speaking 25. Boxer, the horse, works as hard as three horses and is 

extremely devoted to Napoleon’s cause. When the horse gets old, 
Napoleon calls a horse slaughterer and glue boiler and makes Boxer get 
into the merchant’s van, inscribed ” Alfred Simmonds, Horse Slaughterer, 
and Glue Boiler. Dealer in Hides and Bone Meal.” Speak about human 
cruelty towards old and sick animals. 

A cry of horror burst from all the animals. At this moment the man 
on the box whipped up his horses and the van moved out of the yard at a 
smart trot. All the animals followed, crying at the top of their voices. Clover 
forced her way to the front. The van began to gather speed. Clover tried to 
stir her stout limbs to a gallop and achieved a canter. “Boxer!”, she cried. 
“Boxer! Boxer! Boxer!”, and just at this moment, as if he had heard the 
uproar outside, Boxer’s face, with the white stripe down his nose, 
appeared at the small window at the back of the van.  

“Boxer!”, cried Clover in a terrible voice. “Boxer, get out! Get out 
quickly! They are taking you to your death!” 

All the animals took out the cry “Get out, Boxer, get out!” But the van 
was already gathering speed and drawing away from them. It was uncertain 
whether Boxer had understood what Clover had said. But a moment later 
his face disappeared from the window and there was a tremendous 
drumming of hoofs inside the van. He was trying to kick his way out. The 
time had been when Boxer’s hoofs would have smashed the van to match-
wood. But alas! His strength had left him and in a few moments, the sound 
of drumming hoofs grew fainter and died away.  (Orwell 87-88) 

 

Speaking 26. Of all the Seven Commandments, only one remains: 
ALL ANIMALS ARE EQUAL. But now it has a coda, which makes it both 
inequitable and ludicrous ALL ANIMALS ARE EQUAL 
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BUT SOME ANIMALS ARE MORE EQUAL 
THAN OTHERS (Orwell 96) 
That is the response addressed to some starving chickens, whose 

eggs had been stolen and sold by Napoleon, therefore they were asking for 
their rights. Comment on the Commandment and compare it to the justice 
some people get from their peers. 

 
Speaking 27. Animals start imitating humans in every respect, not 

only in injustice. Napoleon and Squealer walk on their hind legs and say: 
“Two legs are better than four!”, whereas the old Commandment had 
been: “Four legs are good. Two legs are bad.” Comment on the ridiculous 
situation when a species tries to become human, another species, an 
impossibility. 

 
Speaking 28. In the final pages of the book, the revolted, mistreated 

and hungry working animals go to Napoleon and the pigs, only to find 
them playing cards with the human Allies (Pilkington). Napoleon deletes 
the word “Comrade” from the language and changes the name of the farm 
from “Animal Farm “ to “Manor Farm”. (Orwell 100) Is the end of the 
novella optimistic or pessimistic? Is one right to speak of a dystopia? 
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