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Abstract: 
On 24th of February 2022, the lives of Ukrainians changed drastically. The cause 

was the „special military operation” launched by Russia. According to President 
Putin, this military operation was necessary because the Russian minority was 
persecuted by the Ukrainian government. 

In fact, this totally untrue reason was only an excuse for the war that was just 
starting. Putin’s so-called reason was hiding Russia’s intention of conquering some 
Ukrainian territories and another lesser-known intention was to gain access to 
Ukraine’s natural resources. Ukraine is a rich country because it has abundant 
reserves of iron, titanium and coal; as for gas reserves, Ukraine occupies the second 
place in Europe after Russia.  

Since February 2022, the aggressions and invasions in Ukraine were brutal and 
they are still continuing. After almost 10 months of continuous bombardment and 
invasions from the Russian troops, the war continues. With the help of European and 
American allies, Ukraine has succeeded in creating a strong counter-offensive that 
destroyed big parts of the Russian army. Nevertheless, the Russian aggressions 
continue and the patriotism of the Ukrainians should serve as a model for everyone.  

 
Keyword: Ukraine, Russia, special military operation, tragedies  

  
 
On 24th of February 2022, Russia began its assault on Ukraine. 

Although there were signs (diplomatic statements from the Russian 
counterpart) that could have predicted a possible aggression against the 
independence of Ukraine, no one expected a war in Europe. The invasion 
of Russia on another territory had, from the first day, all the features of a 
war. This was and is a total invasion by land, air and sea which came as a 
surprise because, since the end of the Second World War, no other state 
from Europe experienced such a full-military attack.  

Even the most skilled European and international leaders couldn’t 
convince President Putin to put an end to his aggression against Ukraine. 
Ukraine’s president Volodimir Zelenski understood that the only chance 
for his country was to fight back and force Russians to retreat from his 
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country’s territories. The Ukrainian army proved to be very offensive, 
well-trained and resistant to all the difficulties that appeared during these 
months of war. 

Impressive TV shows illustrate the courage of the Ukrainian army: 
they survive harsh weather conditions; they stay in muddy trenches and 
use all their technology and military equipment in order to defeat and  
re-conquer the Ukrainian territory. 

In September 2022, after illegal and fraudulent referendums, 
Vladimir Putin proclaimed the independence and the acceptance of four 
Ukrainian regions. In a special ceremony held in Kremlin – Russia, Putin 
proclaimed the fraudulent annexation of Kherson, Zaporizhzhia, Luhansk 
and Donetsk. Although no European and International president, forum, 
journalist or top-leader recognized this annexation, Putin went on with 
his plans. He gave a speech in which he mentioned the results of his fake-
referendums that took place under pressure and with military aggression. 
Even after this proclamation, Ukraine didn’t cease the battle against 
Russia’s army. Ukrainians’ succeeded in taking control of the western 
Kherson region and other villages or parts of cities that were under 
Russian terror. This tragic war not only killed thousands of Ukrainians, 
destroyed buildings, but it also threatened Europe’s security. There was 
and it still is a big pressure regarding the Nuclear Power Plant from 
Zaporizhzhia. 

The Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Plant is Europe’s largest of its kind and it 
has six reactors. This Nuclear Plant was under great pressure from the 
Russian army. Despite the fact that Ukrainians fought to rescue and to 
keep the plant’s independence, Russians took it under their control. Since 
March 2022, the Russians decided to use the site of the plant for their 
military troops. The battle for this plant continued to the point that there 
was a big danger regarding its safety. At a certain point it was thought that 
it could blow up and, therefore, Romanian authorities decided to give 
iodine pills to our population. These pills were and are essential in case of 
a nuclear disaster.  

So far, the situation at this plant is somehow stable, but international 
and European authorities monitor its safety. In the past, Ukraine had a 
terrible experience with the nuclear plant from Chernobyl. In 1986, the 
fourth reactor of this plant was damaged by fire. The studies have shown 
that at least 5% of this radioactive reactor was released in the air. All these 
radioactive materials affected many parts of Europe. The same thing could 
have happened at the Zaporizhzhia plant. Intensive Russian military 
attacks that took place around the plant led to power shutdown. Rocket 
attacks targeted the plant’s structure and in August 2022, the 
Zaporizhzhia plant was disconnected temporary from electricity. This 
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disconnection of the plant from Ukraine’s power grid was absolutely 
necessary because otherwise a radioactive accident could have happened.  

 
A peace treaty  
A peace treaty between Ukraine and Russia couldn’t be possible so 

far. President Zelenski has declared several times that Ukraine wants back 
all its territories and does not accept the Russian military theft. On the 
other hand, Russia continues with its pressure, it wants Ukraine to 
surrender totally. Not even the European and international sanctions that 
were placed for Russia, didn’t stop Putin from launching racket attacks 
and sending military troops in Ukraine. Nobody can predict Russia’s 
intentions. President Putin has even declared that he would use the 
nuclear bomb if his country is at risk or is attacked. The only option for 
Ukraine is to keep its resistance and to fight as much as possible. 

 
Ukrainian refugee crisis 
Ukrainian people, the majority of them (90%) women and children 

left their country right after the war started. The methods by which they 
left were diverse: by car, by plane, by bus or by train. We saw hundreds of 
Ukrainians at the Romanian boarders. Romanian authorities in 
collaboration with international aid and humanitarian societies offered 
help, shelter, food and clothes to the ones in need. Despite the fact that 
most Ukrainians were only transiting our country, Romanians prepared a 
lot of programs of social inclusion and job offers. Most Ukrainians left our 
country in order to arrive in countries from Western Europe. For example, 
only in Berlin-Germany arrive in a day approximately 100 Ukrainians. The 
costs of this forced migration are huge and everyone speaks and mourns 
the tragedies that Ukrainian people have to face. Most of them left without 
anything – all their personal things, belongings were abandoned in 
Ukraine. The images and videos that we see from Ukraine are terrifying: 
buildings, houses, entire villages have been destroyed by Russian bombs. 
Those who decided to stay – most of them men were enrolled in the 
Ukrainian army.  

It is said that more that 6 million Ukrainians have left their country. 
All of them hope to go back and reconstruct everything after the war is 
over and after their homeland is freed from the Russian aggression. The 
Ukrainian men who remained in their country are required to fight 
because Ukraine is under martial law.  

 
War losses 
Because the situation between Ukraine and Russia was from the first 

day, one that had all the premises of a war, the losses were and are 
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immense. Around 13.000 Ukrainians lost their lives or were badly injured 
in the battle. Approximately 90.000 Russians suffered in the war, although 
there isn’t much information regarding Russian losses because their 
reports do not reflect reality.  

Moreover, more than 15.000 civilians lost their lives or were injured 
in the war. The drama of the Ukrainians affected civilians either in 
incidents that involved mines, bombs, hostages and explosive materials. A 
lot of the Ukrainian infrastructure was destroyed and more than 150 
Ukrainian cultural sites have been partially or totally bombarded. For 
example the Kharkiv State Academic Opera and Ballet Theatre which 
was a building with great architecture, was heavily bombarded by 
Russians. This building hosted many cultural and artistic events and its 
destruction attacks the entire Ukrainian culture. Certain specialists in 
Ukrainian culture consider that the destruction of these monuments hides 
a message from the Russian counterpart. To target such important, 
cultural buildings creates big losses for the Ukrainian language and its 
means of expression and communication. To attack the culture of a 
country means, in the end, the destruction of that country. Once these 
buildings have been destroyed, Ukraine lost an important part of its 
cultural heritage and identity. Other constructions that have been affected 
by the invasion and the attacks from Russia are: Ukrainian churches, 
museums, libraries and monuments.  

Many bridges were blown up during this war. These bridges linked 
important cities and in some cases they represented a major mean of 
transport and communication between strategic parts from Ukraine. Such 
a bridge is the one from Kherson city; its destruction meant that people 
could go across the river only with improvised means of transport or they 
had to go 50 km north in order to find the next crossing. The Antonivka 
Bridge was most likely destroyed by the Russian troops.  

The Ukrainians succeeded in making the Russians retreat from the 
Kherson city. Kherson is a port city in Ukraine and it is highly important 
because it is near the Black Sea and it links Ukraine to Crimea. For 
Russians, Kherson city was an important territory to gain; in fact it was 
one of the first that they invaded. Although both parts blame each other 
for the destruction of Antonivka Bridge, the bridge was bombarded 
several times after that it was repaired and in November 2022 when the 
Russians were thrown away from the Kherson city by the Ukrainians. In 
fact, Antonivka Bridge collapses amid the retreat of Russian troops.  

Another bridge that was affected and bombed during this war was 
the Kerch Bridge. This bridge was a crucial factor that helped Russians 
transport supplies and weapons from Crimea to south Ukraine. The Kerch 
Bridge is the longest one from Europe  and it was opened by Russian 
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president Vladimir Putin. This bridge links the Crimean Peninsula to the 
northern part of Russia. Its destruction weakened and slowed down the 
Russians. After this great loss, Russia has announced that the bridge will 
be completely restored by July 2023. Its importance is crucial for Russia 
because it links eastern Crimea to the southern part of Russia.  

Crimea was also a part of Ukraine, but in 2014 it was illegally 
annexed to Russia. It was a quick movement because the Russian troops 
were well- prepared and they immediately secured the entire peninsula. 
After that, a forced referendum took place. It was reported that the 
majority of the population from Crimea wanted to join Russia. Even if the 
results couldn’t be verified, Crimea and Russia signed a Treaty of 
Accession. This meant that Crimea was assimilated by Russia. Since 2014, 
the situation of Crimea remained the same – it is under Russian control.  

Moreover, coming back to the 2022 war between Russia and 
Ukraine, in Ukraine many apartment blocks have been damaged, houses 
were devastated by Russian troops and things were stolen. Those who left 
the country don’t have high expectations when it comes to the things that 
they left behind. Ukrainians know that a war can destroy their belongings 
but all of them are optimistic and speak about reconstruction. It is 
estimated that this war has left millions of Ukrainians homeless.  

The human and financial losses were huge for both countries, but 
peace seems to be far away. It is important that European and 
International authorities have decided to help the Ukrainian government 
surpass most of the difficulties caused by this tragic situation. Even the 
capital of Ukraine – Kyiv has been affected by Russian military invasion. 
Ukraine’s infrastructure which includes roads, airports, railways and 
hospitals all of these were partially or totally damaged. The population 
had to endure days without any source of light or heat. The key Ukrainian 
energy and gas infrastructure has also been bombarded. 

In the beginning of the war, Russia sent a huge military convoy (of 
30 km length) in Ukraine. This convoy entered the country and tried to 
force Ukrainians to surrender. To their surprise, Ukrainians held 
resistance and caused Russians great losses.  

Ukrainian and Russian forces fight with everything they got. 
President Putin said that his country will use all its military resources 
including weapons of destruction in order to secure the Russian position 
in the four regions: Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia. The 
Ukrainians and the Russians conduct ground attacks and they launch 
rockets in order to attack (Ukrainians attack the Russians) or to 
destroy(in Russia’s case) strategic regions, buildings or infrastructure. 
Both countries shift tactics according to the situation from the battlefield. 
They use drones, ballistic and cruise missiles, long-range rocket 
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launchers, anti-tank weapons as well as tanks. Everyone in Europe as well 
as internationally is helping Ukraine resist to Russia’s attacks. European 
countries are sending military equipment that is meant to help Ukrainians 
fight for the independence of their country.  

 
Conclusions 
So far the war between Ukraine and Russia hasn’t ended. It’s been 

ten months of continuous attacks, statements from both parts and tragic 
events that changed the lives of Ukrainians. In a recent statement, 
president Putin said that the Western should recognize the fact that four 
Ukrainian regions are under Russian control. This can’t be possible 
because it breaks every international law and in reality the Russians don’t 
fully control these regions.  

On the other hand, winter is coming and Ukraine has suffered many 
attacks on the power infrastructure. The outcome of this war can’t be 
predicted. What we all know is that at the end of February 2022, Russia 
launched an unprovoked attack over Ukraine. Since then, entire European 
polices have changed. The relationships between Europe and Russia took 
a negative turn and Europe decided to look for other means of getting gas, 
oil and energy. Step by step economic ties with Russia have been shut 
down. The EU member states have even imposed drastic sanctions against 
Russia. Even the famous Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline was stopped. This 
project wanted to provide gas from Russia to Germany. 

In conclusion, a war brings a lot of pain first of all to those involved 
and secondly it destroys, shuts down or ceases relationships between 
countries. This war had a big impact on the energy and food markets 
worldwide. The members of the European Union had to look for 
alternatives especially in the energy field after Russia’s unexpected and 
violent attitude towards Ukraine.  

 
 
 
 




